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Present: Kara Showers, Janet Nevin, Ruth Clay, Donna Macdonald, Mary Beth Margolis, Allen Swartz, Maureen Buzby, Chuck Byrne, Chris 
Casatelli, Paula Kelly, Nancy Madden, Donna Scannell, Zachary Brown, Tom McDermott.    Total attendees:  14. 
Sectors represented: Parents, Business community, Media, Youth-serving organizations, Healthcare professionals, Governmental agencies.  
Next Meeting Dates:  

1) Action Team meetings (assorted dates/times/locations) 
2) Next Monthly Coalition Meeting, Fri. September 12th, 2008 – 8:30-9:30 am, Superintendent’s Conference Room, Central Administration. 

Topic Discussion Decision/Action Step 

Welcome/Introductions -Role Assignments -Donna Scannell appointed Reader, Paula Kelly appointed Timekeeper 
for meeting.  
 

July 11th  Meeting Minutes -Approval 
 

-Approved as written. 

Planning Committee Vote 
-Kara 
 
 
 

-Open Slot for Planning Committee -Ballots distributed for voting @ meeting.  Handed in. 
-Ballots to be distributed via email to Coalition members not in 
attendance.   
-New member to be announced after vote. 

Ballot Initiatives Update 
-Ruth 

-Current efforts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Coalition Discussion 
 

-Kara & Ruth have attended Alderman meetings related to City’s 
economic development package and putting 2 initiatives on presidential 
ballot in November for citywide vote: (1) Allowing 3 new licenses for 
wine/cheese/malt beverage concept stores, and (2) To allow restaurants 
with 50-99 seats (current criteria had been 100 seats+) to apply for beer 
and wine licenses.  Aldermen voted 10-1 to go forward with initiative.  
Kara and Ruth to be part of advisory group.  Liquor Commission to be 
revitalized and charged with developing/enacting rules and regulations.  
 
-Some discussion on whether we, as a Coalition, will take a public stand 
either in support of ballot initiative or in favor of passage of initiative 
(further down the road) before the election in November.  Agreed that we 
will discuss further in September.  (Note:  Text of ballot initiatives and 
also broad SAPC statement related to initiatives included with meeting 
packet.) 
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Community Night Out 
-Kara 

-Current Efforts 
 
 
 
 
 

-Coalition will have a presence at Community Night Out on Thursday, 
August 14th from 6-8 pm at Pine Banks (John A., Nicole L., Allen S., 
Donna M., Maureen B., Kara to hand out brochures/promo materials.) 
-Any and all other members welcome to join us 
 

Youth Sports Banquets 
-Donna 

-Current Efforts 
 
 
-Next Steps 
 
 
 
 
 
-Coalition Discussion (Allen S.) 

-Action Team may be formed re. alcohol presence at Youth Sports 
Banquets.  Donna, Trisha Keane, MaryBeth M. and Kara to be involved. 
  
-Some brainstorming to do related to one-on-one contact/reaching out via 
Coalition contacts to various sports booster organizations.  Plan is to see 
what we can offer these groups and ?partnering with them related to 
education and responsible behavior in a non-preachy way.  List of booster 
organizations included with meeting packet.  
 
-Question related to youth steroid use in Melrose.  Talked about 
education program (Atlas/Athena). 
 

Other Business - Janet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Upcoming Trainings  
 
 
 
-AT Updates 
 
 
-Articles of Interest 
 
 
 
 

-Available via e-newsletter link.  Should be more trainings coming up as 
Fall approaches.  September is Recovery Month.  We may have some 
statewide events that will be publicized as they are announced. 
  
-Included in packet – School Action Team/GGC Action Team/ 
YAT/Police Action Team/Healthy Alternatives.  
 
-Two articles:  Risks of combining Rxs/other substances at home. 
                        CADCA article on more education needed about steroid 
                        dangers. 
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Announcements - Kara 

 
-Current efforts  
 
 
 
 
 
-Spotlight!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Next Meeting  
  
 

  
-Looking for volunteers for upcoming events: FY’08 Annual Report 
mailing/Victorian Fair (a sign-up sheet will be sent out shortly via email)/ 
creation of display board/social host outreach/social marketing 
efforts/parents & youth sports banquets efforts.  Paula suggests having 
SAPC members “reach out” to underutilized members. 
 
-On Ann Blotner, for all of her effort on our Healthy Alternatives 
committee.  Ann has been instrumental in organizing Open Knoll Nights, 
a summer trip to the Lowell Spinners and other initiatives, including 
partnering with Melrose Common Ground and the Tremont Street Y to 
keep teens safe and involved this summer.  Thank you, Ann, for your 
commitment and passion to the youth of Melrose!! 
 
-Friday, September 12th, 2008: 8:30-9:30 AM, Superintendent’s 
Conference Room, Melrose High School 
***Please note:  Return to school-year venue and time.*** 

Community Concern/Open 
Forum 

-Ruth 
 
 
 
 
 
-Allen 
 

-We received Mass Forum Healthy Communities Grant (including $3K 
scholarship)!  Will have 6-8 people attending monthly presentations over 
the next year, including Kara, Ruth, MaryBeth, Rebecca M, police, 
Chamber and others.  Great networking/partnership opportunities for 
determining “what we can do to make Melrose a healthier place”. 
 
-TipLine – Will be up and running soon!  Cards and brochures being 
produced and will be distributed at Community Night Out.  MaryBeth to 
promote via MMTV. 
 

Networking -Find your Action Team point people!  

Adjournment 
 

-At 10:00 am.  

 


