Melrose Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition
Monthly Coalition Meeting—Friday, April 3, 2009

Present: Kara Showers, Janet Nevin, Katherine Hartigan, Joe Singer, Zeke Vainer, Sarah McGowan, Maddie Wyse, J.P. Whelan, Charlie Ciccone,
Maureen Buzby, Jan Flynn, Maureen Beecy, Paula Kelly, Chris Casatelli, Tom Brow, Nicole Lavery, Nancy Madden, Frank Olivieri, John Ross, Fr.
John Sullivan, Marie Ryan, Diane Ely, Madeline Spinosa, Ruth Clay, Donna Macdonald, Alicia Savage, Marcy Desarden (NCHC). Total attendees:

27.

Sectors represented: Youth, Parents, Business community, School, Youth-Serving Organizations, Law Enforcement, Healthcare professionals,

Governmental agencies.
Next Meeting Dates:

1) Action Team meetings (assorted dates/times/locations)

2) Next Monthly Coalition Meeting, Friday, May 8™, 2009 — 8:00* - 9:30 am, Superintendent’s Conference Room, Central Administration. (Please note: Meeting

will include “‘social” half-hour from 8:00-8:30 am.)

Topic

Discussion

Decision/Action Step

Welcome/Introductions

-Role Assignments

-Ruth appointed Reader. Joe Singer — timekeeper extraordinaire —
appointed timekeeper. Guess he did such a good job last month, we
decided to keep him on!

-Today’s meeting will be shortened due to Sustainability Workshop from
9:00-10:30.

March 13™ Meeting Minutes

-Approval

-Approved with correction: Marie Ryan’s name was omitted from last
month’s attendance (sorry about that, Marie).

Policy Action Team
Kara (local)/Paula (state)

-Current efforts

-Next Steps

-Local: Kara met with Mayor and Police Chief re. underage drinking
issue and need for consistent enforcement and message we need to put
out to parents/community.

-Local: Have been communicating with Liquor Licensing Commission
re.BYOB, temporary license regs, alcohol storage on premises.

-State: Discussed background on alcohol and taxes (historical and
current efforts). State bills pending and amounts that would be generated
in various scenarios (Commonwealth Fund). Good resource for state
initiatives: Join Together (BU School of Public Health site) — print out
included in packet on alcohol taxes in Massachusetts.

-Coming up this summer — Alcohol compliance checks (collaborating
with Liquor Commission, Reading Coalition, MADD, ABCC, Police and
Health depts.).




Melrose Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition
Monthly Coalition Meeting—Friday, April 3, 2009

-Continuing follow-up with Liquor Commission and with City/Police re.
holding youth responsible for underage drinking with civil citation (fine
or brief SBIRT component?).

Youth Action Team
Charlie/Maddie/Joe

-Current Efforts

-Coalition Discussion

-Next Steps

-Charlie: Had a great media literacy assembly — in addition to Roosevelt
School, Hoover now on board!

-Joe: Had a focus group on social pressures. In general, kids don’t think
there’s a problem with drinking because they don’t plan to drive or
participate in risky behaviors. Also found that larger #s of parents
condone drinking. Marijuana is larger issue. Will list myths and facts on
school websites/marijuana pamphlet distribution/”Are you Part of the
757 (kids at MHS who don’t smoke) tee shirts to be ordered.

-Maddie: “Melrose Draws the Line” campaign to roll out in April. Very
exciting! Banners/flyers/website — www.melrosedrawstheline.org

Idea is that people log on and post their own stories about where they
draw the line related to drug and alcohol abuse.

-Other Spring initiatives include St. Patrick’s Day drunk driving
prevention posters, collaboration with Rec. Dept./YMCA on March
Madness Shoot-Around, Tip Line slogan contest with Middle School.

-Discussion related to various campaigns as noted above. Coalition
members enlisted to spread word/flyers on various initiatives.

-Busy Spring for YAT!! (see above)

Other Business - Janet

-Upcoming Trainings

-AT Updates

-Article(s) of Interest

-See packet.
-See packet. Police Action Team/GGC Action Team/School Action
Team and Sports Orgs Outreach have all been busy. Coalition members

asked to briefly review updates.

-See packet — “Obama Says No to Marijuana Legislation.”
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-Announcement

-CDRA with Marilyn Belmonte to begin a four-session run on Thursday,
April ot (and run 4/16/, 4/30 and 5/7) at Milano Center. Melrose Free
Press and Weekly have run ads and info disseminated through MHS and
other school websites.

Announcements - Kara

-SPOTLIGHT!!

-And more public thanks!

-On Kristin Thorp, School Committee Member, who has really done a
bang-up job for us on updating school policy related to student drinking
(on and off school premises) since November House Party incident.
Kristin has done lots of homework and has worked as liaison with
Coalition, Police, City and School to develop a new, more focused plan.
Thank you Kristin for all your efforts!

-To all the Coalition members who came to City Hall on March 23™ to
meet with Senators Tisei and McGee and Representative Clark re. state
funding for MSAPC. Your dedication to our cause does not go unnoticed
and is truly appreciated!!

***Next Coalition Meeting™**

Friday, May 8" — 8:00 — 9:30 am, Superintendent’s Conference
Room, Central Administration.

PLEASE NOTE:

Meeting to begin with SOCIAL half-hour at 8:00 am.

Community Concern/Open
Forum

-Chris Casatelli

-Willing to help Coalition to connect with Mystic Valley Charter School
as she has a friend at the school. Janet to get packet of MSAPC
information and resource materials to Chris.

Networking

Adjournment

-Find your Action Team point people.

-At 9:00 am.

-Sustainability Workshop with NE Center for Healthy Communities to
follow from 9:00 — 10:30 am.




